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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
FISHERIES DEPARTMENT 

NOTIFICATION 

0 1979-Fis11/C-I/2?th April 1983. 111 e ~ t l r c i ~ ; e  of the Soi\.er cc~nterreil L~J. 
section 19 ot  tlie \.Vest Beiigal I n ! ~ n d  Fishei-ies ,Act, 1'9S-l ( \ \ :CS~  Een. ,Act Y?,\. 

of  19S-l). tlie Gal-ernor is pleased to make the iolloi~,ing rules, nnrnely : 

THE WEST BEANGAL INLAND FISHERIES RULES, 1-185 

CHAPTER - I 
General 

l. Short Titles : These rule3 rn,l.!- be i ; i l ! ~ d  the \\'est Benqal 1nl;lnci Fisher135 

Rules. 1985 

2. Definitions : (1) In these rules unless there is an;-thing repugiiai~t  in the 

subject or context- 

( a )  "the act'' 11leai1s the \I'est Bengal Inl,ind Fisher~es Act 19% (l,\ cht 

Ben. Act XXV of 19S-1) ; 

(L.) "Section" means ;i sectli>n ot r11e .Act . 

( 2 )  Ally eyp re s s i~n  ~ ~ i e d  1.~11 not dc.fini'd i ~ ?  th?st. n1lt.s s ~ I c ~ ! ]  !:;l:-? t l ? ?  

same n ~ e a n i n s  '15 detined in the .4ci .  



CHAPTER - I1 
Proper Utilization of multi-ownership or other tanks 

( 3 )  Prevailing nornns of proper utilization of multi-c)\\-nersl-tip or other 

tanks. The prevailing norms of pisciculture shall mean and ~ncludt.. 

(a) The embal-tkmel~t of the tank shall be s u c l ~  as  to pre17ent 

unregulated ingress or egress of \\-ater ; 

(b) The tank sl~all  be deweeded regularly so that at least three fourth of 

the waterbody remain free from ~ ~ l e e d s  ; 

(C)  The stocking of fish seed in the tank shall be at  least four thousand 

caltivable carps or at least eight t l~ousand other cultivuble species 

per ha. 

Explanation : For the purpose of this rule cultivable carps shall mean anil 

include rohu, catla, mrigal, calbasu, sili~er carp, grass carp and common 

carp and other, cultii.able species shall mean and include magur, singhi. 

kai, puntias javanias, bata, sarpunti, galda, bagda, parse, b h a n ~ a n  and 

bhetki. 

(d) These s l~al l  be supplementary feedilig, r n a l ~ u r i n ~  and iimins as 111,7\. 

-----be required in n ~i\.ei-t condi t~on anii as the competent autl-tc~ri~! 

may consider reasonable. 

4. Notice and manner of serving notice : (1) The notice as per subsection (1) 

of section S shall be se r~ .ed  on e\.ery oI\.ner and occupier of the tank 

in\,iting their objection as to the intention of such taking @\-er ti1.e 

~nanagement and control ot such tai-tk. The notice shall also be ser1.t.d LT\. 

the hanging a copv thereof in a prominent place near tlie tank in the 

presence of at least tivo ~vitnesses of' the localitj.. (2)  I f  after due delisence, 

a11j. oIvner or occupier is found not a~,ailnble, the notice may be ser\.c.il 

on ail adult male member of his familv. 

3. Disposal of objections : If any objection is receil-ed l-vithin the date 

specified in the notice, the competent authorit\7 shall consider the same 

L>>- g i~- ing  a persor~al l~earing to the objector or objectors. If 11e finds the 

objection reasonable, he sllall accept the same bv $\.ins the reasons in 

~vrit ing therefore and shall issue an order cancelling the notice under 

rule 1. If, llorve\.er, he finds tlie ol~jection ~1nreat;onable 01- c)ther\~.ist. not 



tenable he shall reject the same after fii\-ing the reasons in ~ \ -~ - i t i i i g  

therefore and shall proceed to take furtl~er action. 

6. Take over : LVhere no ~l ' jec t ion has been recei\.ed or \.\,here anv  

objection has been rejected, the competent authority shall issue an order 

stat ing that the Golrernrnent has taken o\.er the management n11d 

control of the tank and the copies ot such c~rder  hall be publisl~ecl L7\7 

affixing 011 the official notice board and in a prominent place nenr the 

tank and shall also be serlled on the om7ners and occupiers ot tile tank i i l  

tlie manner prescribed in rule 1. 

7 .  Taking possession : Immediately after serlrice of tlie order as per rule (7 

the competei~t  authority or an officer authorised by 11iil1 in this be11,tlf 

shall take over physical possession of the tank. 

B. Rent : The rent payable per ani1um to the CO-shares or co-oxvi-.lers of n 

multi-ownersl~ip tank for taking o17er the rnallagement and control ot a 

tank shall be assessed at the rate of four percenturn per annurn of tile 

inarket xralue of the tank. In addition, the CO-shares or C O - o ~ v n e r ~  _illall 

;tlso be paid a reasonable non-recurring lump sum a i 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 n t  on accoui~t of 

all\. fish not re~noi-ed b\r them. 

9. Appointment amongst CO-shares or CO-owners : The rent payable under 

rule S shall be apportioned by the competent authority to each co-sl~arer 

or co-orzrner in accordance 1~1th the nature and extent of share or inrere$[ 

held b ~ r  each such CO-shnrer or co-011-ner as the case ma!' be atter m:,k~nc 

necessarv local enqulr].. 

10. Claims : After deteril~ination of the rent as per the foregoing ru!e ,111il 

appoi-prtioi~ment therefore, the competent authorlt\. shall intiinate the 

quantum of such rent recei~.able b ~ ,  each person holding an ~ntercs t  111 

the tank and asking the111 to submit their respect~r,e clai111s. 

11. Payment of rent : SLIC~I clairns shall be pC1id ott annuall \-  L>\. the 

competent autl~ority after due \.eritication 11-ithin a period of six m o n t i i ~  

from the date of receipt of' claiins. 
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12. Utilisation of tank after taking over : After a tank is taken ()\.er f r ~ s  

mann$cmcnt aiid control, the competent authoritv shall either 'irransc 

t ~ 7  star: pisciculture tlierein by tlie officer and staff under him or arranse 

to transfer i t  to some other person for starting pisciculture in accordance 

11.i th the pre\ .a i l in~ norms. 

13. Notice of transfer : Wlicre the con-tpetent authoritv decides to transter 

the management and control of a tank to person for proper 
~itilisation, he shall issue a notice stating suc11 intention and the copies 

of suc1-t notice in\:iting applications shall be published in 11is o ~ v n  office 

and in the office of the Gram Pancl~ayet l~av ing  jurisdiction o17er the 

tank. 

14. Manner of selection of lessee : (1) All eligible persons making the tank 

on lease shall be exan~ined by the competei~t  authositv . bv , $\ring a11 

opportunit\. of being heard to all of them and thereafter the competent 

autl-toritv sl~all  select a person 1\.11o in his opinion is the best suited f c ~ r  

the p ~ ~ r p o s e  ha\rii~g regard to his experience and financial capability and 

all\? other factor incidental to the proper control, ~ ~ ~ a n a s e n ~ e n t  'lnd 

~~ti l isation of the tank. 

t 2 )  \\ ' l i~le selecting C] person for the pLirpose, the conipetent a ~ l t l i o r i t ~ ~  

mai- $1-e preference to a fish p r o d u c t i o ~ ~  group of a fishermen's co- 

operati1.e society or a co-o~z~ner or CO-sl~arer of the tank if they are 

found other~cise f i t .  

15. Execution of lease deed and transfer of possession : After selecting a 

persol1 as per the foregoing rule the competent a u t l ~ o r i t ~ ~  shall transter 

the possession of the tank to suc11 PersoiI on his execution of a leabe 

deed. 

16. Method of assessment of rent : The rent pairable per annurn bv a pessc~-t 

to tlie competent nuthorit~,  for taking the tank on lease shall be assessed 

at the rate of four and a quarter percenturn per annun1 of the ~l-tarkct 

I-alue of tlie tank. I11 adclition, the lessee shall also )>a\- to the competei~t 

a~lt11or1t1- a reasonable non-recurring lump SLIIII amount on account of 

any ilsh not remu\-ed bv the competent a u t l ~ o r ~ t ~ , .  



CHAPTER - I11 
Fish production Group 

Fish Production Group  : Not less than eight and not more than t~z,ent \~ 

~CS>L) I : ' ;  "lay app1\ to tl ic)  1l)iitrict Fihlieril Ofiicc~- tor fo i -min~ t l :e~n~cl\  t.5 

into a fish production $soup wit11 the object of efficient production 'iind 

salt> of fish in a coilecti\-c \\.a\.. 

Applicat ion : The appl icn tion for formatioi: of a fish production group 

shall be made i l l  the prescribed form appended at Scl~edule I to these 

rules. 

Qualif icat ions : All the members of a group shall be adult individuals 

preft.rabl>l residing in the same or adjoins areas and shall together not 

less t h a i ~  t ou~-  hec t a r~s  ot 11.ater area il l  the assresate.  

Associate member  : In addition to the me~nbers  referred to in rule 17 a 

fish production group mav also include not more than t\iro person. as 

a soc i a t e  members ~z-ho  shall 11ai.e a rig1:t to attend a meetins ot the 

..soup but shall not 1:ar~e an\. right to \.ate in an\. such meeting. 3 

Registration : After receipt of a n  application for registration of a s r i ~ ~ ~ p ,  

the District Fisher\- Officer shall, after n1;tking suc11 t .nquir~- as l:e m2.: 

dcen: f i t  and proper and on being satisfied about the object for r\:l:icl~ the 

group is to be formed and about the fitness of the m e n ~ b e r s  tor 

achie~.en:~ent of that object, issue a certificate of registration a11d 5 1 7 ~ 1 1  

enter the releilant particulars in respect of the- group in a register to be 

maintained for this ~ L I I - ~ - C ) " ; .  

Validity : T11e registration of a group sl1all remain \.slid until the same is 

cancelled by the District Fisl:er\. Officer. 

hgeeting : A group shall hold at least rlne meeting in e\-er\. three rnontl~s 

ancl one annual general meeting and a11 annual z u ~ e s a l  m e e t i n ~ s  sI~,ill 

be presided o\.er the Fisherv Extension Otfiier ha\.ing jurisdictic>i: o\.tlr 

the \\.'iter areas possessed L>\. the memL~er_s of the group. 

R i ~ h t s  and  duties : the rlghts and dutles of the rne l~~bers  of a group i i ~ t t ~ r -  

se and those bet\~.een the groiip and the a s s c ~ ~ ~ i t e  men:l,ers shall L7e 511~11 

as the mcrnbers ma\. decicic from time to t i i : : ~  111 a nleetlng 



25. Removal and inclusion of members : The group may rerno1.e an ex is t~ns  

member or may ~nc ludc  a new r n c ~ i ~ l ~ c r  a t  n ~ i \ .  t ~ m e  i f  such remo\.nl ot 

iliclusion is approlred b!. a11 other members In n meetlng. 

26. Books and Accounts : The group shall maintain such books and accounts 

as thc District Fisherjl Officer maj7 from time to time direct. 

2. Reports and Relurns : The group shall submit ~ i c h  reports and retur1-i~ 

to the District Fishery Officer \\-it11 a cop\: to the conceri~ed Fishtry 

Extension Ofiicer as n - t a ~ ~  be required by the Director of Fisheries, West 

Bengal, bv  a 1-totificatiol-t. 

28. Cancellation of registration : The District Fisl~ery Officer may after giving 

to the group an opportunit\- of being heard, cancel the registration of a 

T - O L I ~  on any of the follo~ving grounds:- d 

(a) That the majoritv members of the group lia\.e decided i l l  a meeting 

to dissolve tlie group ; 

(b)  that the group is not function in^ for more than a )-ear ; 

( C )  that the group has become unable to function to~zrards acl-tie~.ing tlie 

object for 12.1-tich i t  \lras formed ; 

( d )  that the number of members has talled belo~zr eight ; 

( c )  that the registratic3l-t n i  a group \\.as obtained 011 the basis of an\  

.iz.rong ii~formation 011 an\. material point ; 

f )  that tlie group has pers is tent l~  \.iolatecl the provisions of the Act 

nnd the rules, or neglected to abide L>\- a n \  direction la~~.full \ .  issued 

b\; the District Fislier!~ Officer. 

29. Formation of Central Fish Production Group : .AI? application made b\. 

not less t11an 20 Fish P r o d u c t i o ~ ~  Groups within the jur isdic t io~~ of a 

District Fishery Officer the Director oi Fisheries may register a Central 

Fish Prncluction Group. On the registration of such n Central Group, all 

the Fish Productions C;roups \\-ithi11 the ,iforesCiid jurisciiction shall b e  

affiliated to that Central Group. 
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30. Managing Committee : The atfair df a Central Group shall be managed L>\, 

a Managing Committee of not less than six and not more than twel\.e 

members to be elected elrery Irear L>\l the affiliated Groups proi~ided that 

not more than to such members ma). be nominated by the Government 

for each Central Group. 

31. Bye-laws : The power and functions of a Central Group and its internal 

management shall be such as may be provided in the bye-laws prepared 

bv each suc11 Central Group  wit11 the appro\lal of the Director of 

Fisheries. 

32. Appex Group : All the Central Fish Production Groups in the State maj7 

form themselves into an Appex Group and on receipt of an application 

from the Group the Director of Fisheries may resister the Appex Group. 

The affair of the Appex Group shall be managed by a Managing 

Committee of not less than six and not more than t\.~relve members to be 

elected e\.erv year by the affiliated Central Groups, provided that not 

more than ttj70 such members inay be nominated by the Government. 

The poli7ers and functions of the Appex Group and its internal 

mariagen~ent shall be such as nlav be proxrided in the bve-la\\rs prepared 

b\- the -4t)pe\ Group !\-it11 the appro\.al of the Director of Fisheries. 

CHAPTER - IV 
Levy of Fish 

33. Levy Roll : The competent autl~ority on .thebasis of his own information 

or o t h e r ~ \ ~ ~ s e  shall Frepase a le\-v roll s h a ~ ~ r i n g  t l~erein the name and 

address oi  the dealers, the quan tun~  and species of fish to be delii-ered bi- 

them, the procurement agent to 1j.1iom such delil-erv sl~all  be made and 

other relei-ant particulars : 

Pro\.ided that for the purpose of rules under this Chapter a dealer shall 

n-1er711 and include a catcher, a ~t.holesaler, an importer, an auctioneer 

and J c o m m ~ s s i o ~ ~  agent of flsli. 

34. Publication of levy rolls : The lel-y roll prepared under rule 33 shall be 

p ~ ~ b l i s l ~ e d  117 tile office of the corn petent authoritv and copies thereof 

shall also be ser\.ed 011 the dealers affected by  the 1el.y roll. 
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Objection : If any objection 1s received by tlie conipctent autlioritv 

against a n y  levy within thirty davs of its serl~ice to a dealer affected, tlic 

competent autliorit~r shall consider such objectlol-1~ by giving to the 

objecting dealer an opportunit)~ of beins heard 

Final levy roll : After considering the objections under the foregoing 

rule, the competent authority sliall forward to tlie Government the le\-y 

roll, the objections, i f  any received against the le1.y roll and his views on 

those objections. 011 considering the objections if any, and the vie\\-s of 

the competent authority 011 those objections, the Government shall 

prepare the final levv roll and send the same to the competent autl~oritv 

for puL~lishi11g the same in his office and for serving relevant parts 

thereof to all dealers affected by that levy roll. 

Procurement Agent : A 'procurement agent' for the purpose of the rules 

under this Chapter means a person 1 i ~ 7 1 1 0  11,s been appointed bjl the 

CO\-ernment for procurement of levy fisli at specified rates from the b 

dealers of fish and for sale of such fisli to the consumers at the rates 

specified by the Go\-crnrnent. 

Quantum of Fish : The qualItum of fish to be cleli\.ered by a dealer shall 

be tt.1-1 per cent by ~ z . e l ~ l i t  of the fish dealt In b!. t l ~ e  respective dealers in ,I 

\-ear and shall be deli~pered to the procurement  gent throughout the 

\,ear in instalments on t1zro fixed dates of ei-ery \<leek. 

Delivery : The dealer shall delil~er at his usual place of business, tlie 

specified qual~turn of le\'),, fish to the procure~lient asent specified i1-1 :he 

le\.), roll. 

Rebate : A rebate or 'dhalta' or? the ~zreigl~t of 1ei.r- fish sliall be ailo\z,ed 

a t  tlie rate of tive per cent by the dealer to the procurement agent. 

Procurement Price : Tlie procurement price pavable by the procurement 

; i s e ~ ~ t  to the dealer for ditferent species of lei-Y fish shall be such as mai. 

be fixed L ~ V  the Go\.ernrnent from time to time L,\. notification. 

Quali ty : Tlie dealer slinll deli~rer to the p roc~~remen t  agent standard 

qualitv or tish f i t  for human col-1sumption and anv dispute regarding 

c1~1alitv and fitness for llun7a11 c o ~ ~ s u m p t i c ~ n  shall be decided 'u>. the 

competent authorit\: i~rliost. decision shall, iubieit to the pro~.i;ions ot  

tile .Act J!IJ these r~llct;, be fin;il. 
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43. Payment : Tlie procurement agent slinll 1:lakc p~11.rnent to the clea1t.r for 

the le~.!. fish taken deli\,er\: of  b!. him ~ . i t h i n  fortyeight liours of such 

deli\~erv failing i27hicl~ he shall be liable to pav interest at the rate of 

eighteen per cent per ai111~1n on ail\. outstanding amount.  

44. Entry, search and seizure : The requirins autliol-it!. or a police officer not 

belo~zr tile rank 01: Assistant Sub-Inspector \\.it11 a \-ie\v to securins the 

deli\rer\. of le\~y fish 111ay- 

(a) inspect or cause to be inspected and d o c u m e ~ ~ t  or books of account 

as \\?ell as any stock of fish belonging to a dealer ; 

(b) require any dealer to give any information of his possession 'tzrith 

respect to any purchase or sale or shortage of fish ; 

(C )  stop and search the persoil and \.t.l~icle or 1-essel or animal used (7s 

suspected of being used for deli\.er); of fish from premises 12.liere he 

112s reason to belie\-e that fish are stored ; 

(d) enter and inspect or break upon and search at an\- time bet\\-een 

sunrise and sunset and pren~ise.; ~ t -here  he has reason to belie\-e 

thzt fish are stored : 

Pro \~ ide~ l  that in exerc i s in~  the po\x,ers under this rule regard shall L7e 

paid to the social and religious custom ot the occupants of the places and 

premises, \.ehicles or \,essels : 

Further pro\.ided that the requiring a~~ thn r i t \ -  or police officer shall ha\-e 

'o\\'er to take sucli aid or assistance 25 11121- be iIecessar1- for taking ail!. 

action ~ indc r  this rule. 

45. Exemption : The Gn\.ernment ha\-in:; regard to the condit ions 

prel-ailins i l l  al l \-  localitv and i f  i t  finds i t  necessarv to do so in the public 

interest ma\. be notiticatioi~ esemk2t, subject to an\: condition as i t  1112~- 

think t i t  to impose, ~ 7 1 1 ~ .  class or classes of deL1ler~ froiii the operation ot' 

the pro\.isions of the rules under this clmpter. 



SCHEDULE - I 
(Rule  - IS) 

Form of application for registration of fish production Group. 

T 
The D~sisict Fishes\? Otiicer, 
------------------------------------- (Fisl~erv) District. 

Sir, 

We, the undersigned persons, of 1\.11on1 relevant pa r t i c~ i a r s  ha1.e been 
( ~ i ~ ~ e n  in list 1 appended, 11al.e resollred to form a fish production group in 
0 

terms c) f  section 10 of the \,Vest Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 1983 (h'est Ben. 
Act XX\; of 1984) and rules made thereunder initially with the tanks the 
l~articulars of which are gilrel~ i11 list 2 appended. 

2. I! 11'15 been resol\.ed L?\. U S  that iilitially Shri jSm .................................. s I I  
functio~i as the Leader and Sl~r i /Sm ........................................................ shall 
f - i i~ct~on as the DeputiT Leader of the Croup. 

3.  The naine of the group shall be ................................................................. and 
it.; cl tiice shall be located at 

(h111 address sta tins !ocalit~-, ................................................................................. 

\ illa:,.e, post otficc, police-station, block and district). 

4. The object of the group sl~all  be : 

(a )  

(13) 

5. \Ire 2i.c to ~~eques t  ~.c,u to please register the group ;is per rules and 
communicate to us  the fact of such registration in due course. 

Place ........................................................... 
-. . 

Date ............................................................ 5ignn tuse .......................................... 






