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GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR
SECRETARIAT: LAW & LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION
Imphal, the 29" February, 1992

No. 2/5/88-leg/L:- The following Act of the Legislature , Manipur which
received assent of the President on 21-2-1992 is hereby published in the Manipur
Gazette.

1. BUOY SINGH,
Secretary (law) to the Govt. of Manipur.

THE MANIPUR FISHERIES ACT, 1988
(Manipur Act No.1 of 1992)

AN
ACT

to provide for the protection, conservation and development of fisheries in the
State of Manipur.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Manipur in the Thirtyninth Year of
the Republic of India as follows:

(1) Short title, extent and commencement- (1) This act may be called the
Manipur Fisheries Act, 1988.

(2) It extends to the whole State of Manipur.
(3) It shall come into force on such date or dates as the Government

may, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint and different dates may be
appointed for different provisions in the Act.
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2. Delinitions,—In this Act, unless thes coutext ntuerwise requires: —
(1) ‘fish’ includes shell fish and fish in all stages ol its life ;

, (2) ‘fishery’ means a declared fishery und'includes the oneripherial ar v where

the fishes declared to be the lish of that fishery can breed and rear ;

(3) ‘Fishery Oflicer’ means the Dicector ol Fisheries and joncludes any
. Officer or class of Officers empowered by the State Government to
act as Fishery Officer ;

(4) ‘private water' means which are the cxclusive property of any person
ar persons including w religious institution where the owier or owners
or his ugent have the eaclusive right ol fhhing, and includes tank,

: pond, artificial lake, etc, excavated at the expense of the owner which
have no,communicativn in the ruiny scuson with natural water, such
as river, cannl, stream and lake,

EXPLANATION :—Waters shall not ceuse o be ‘privite water”  within
the meaning ol this definition il any other person has by ustee or castom a right
of fishery therein.

(5) ‘Schedule’ means schedule appended o thus At
v ; el
(6) ‘State’ means the State ol Munipur;
(}l State Goverament' means the Government of Manipur;

(8), ‘religious intitution’ means a temple, a mosque or a Chureh, any other
shrine dedicuted to any god or woddess® or religions belief;

(9) creligious water' means water beloweing Gy a0 religiouns institution wher
fishing iy prohihited on ground ol rehivicn,

-

(10) *Revenue Depactmént’ means the Revenue Department of the Govern-
ment of Manipur.

1

3. Vesting of declared fishery: — FFrom the diwe of the commencement of this
Act, all declured lishery along with the land within the delined arca of the flishery
shall st in the Fishery Department and the paruculars of such deelared fisheries
shall be published 1n the official Gazette. S e T
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4. Right to Fisheries:—The VFishery Otlicer, with pror upproval ol thies Ntate
Governmeunt and i cunsulution with the Revenue Department may, by notilication
in the official Guzette, declare any lishery 10 be a declured lishery under this At
and no right in anysuch lishery shall be dzemad to have been uequired by any
person or group of persons after or before the commencement of this Act, cscept ux
provided in the rules framed under this Act,

1)

5. Penalties:—I1l any person contravenes uny of the provisions ol this Act pr
rules made thereunder, he shall be punishable with ynpnsoninent for o terme whih
may extend to one yeur or with fine which may extend to hive thousiand rapees, or
with both.

6. Cognlzance of the offence, —Every wilenee under this Act shall be cop-
nizable.

.
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e ;\rrcst without warrant :—(1) Any Fishery Oflicer o+ any other person
srecially empowered by the State Government in this behall may arrest any person
committing or attempting to commit a breach of any provision ol this Act or rules
made thereunder if the person declines to give his name and atldress or if there i3

reason beliel that false name and address is given,

(2) A person arrested under this scction may be detained vatil his name
and address have been correctly ascertiained:

Provided that no person so arrested shall be detamned junger than miuy be
necessary for bringing him before a Magistrate, except under an order of a
Magistrate for this detention according o the provisions ol the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (No. 2 of 1974).

(3) Every Fishery Officer shall have the same powers ol searcii, scizure and
investigations in respect of an offence -under this Act as a Police Ollicer ol the
rank of a Sub-Inspector has under the provisions of the Code of Cominal Pro-

1]

-cedure, 1923 (No. 2 of 1974).

¥, Jurisgiction of Criminal Courts:i—Any oflence undys this Act shall be
tricd by a Magistrate of the First Class, No court shall wke cognizanee of apy
offence under this Act except ona report in writing of the facts constituting
such offences by a Fishery' Officer or any other person or cluss of persons
authorised by the State Geserriment in this behalll

9. ‘Povier to compound cffences :—(1) The State Gove: svent may, by noti-
fication in the oflicial Gazette, empowers a Fishery Otlicer by name or by virtue of
oflice— i

(a) toaccept from any person congerning whom evidence exists whichif
unrebutted would prove that he has committed any olfence as described
in the first column of the Schedule a sum of,money by way of compensa-
tion for the offence with regard to which such evidepce exists and on the
payment of such sumn to such ollicer such person, if m custody, shall ba
released wod no further proceeding shall be taken apninst hing:

(b) to relcase any property that has been seized as ligble to conliseation
without further paymeat or on payment of the value thereol as estimated
by such officer and on the payment of such viluc such propecty shall be
relcased and no further proceeding shull be taken in respect thercol,

(2) The sum of money, accepted as compensation under clause (a) of
sub-section (1) shall in no case excecd the amount acceptable as compensatioa
In the second column of the Schedule for the partculur pffence deseribed in
the first column thercof. ¥

10, Officers to be deemed Public scervunts —All pers 3 empowered (o
exercise powers und duties under this Act shall be deemed 1o be public sec-
vants within the meaning of section 21 of Indian Penal Code J960 (XLV of 1960).

1L Judemnity :—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lio
against any person for apything which is in good faith done or intended to bo
done under this Act. {



12. Power to make rules :— (1) The State Goverament miy make rules
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions in this Act and also for the
purposes given hercunder. :

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,

apply such rules or any of them to any privite waters with the consent in
writing ,of the owner thereof and or all persons having for the ume being any

exclusive right of fishery therein:

a
Provided that no such rules made under this section shall apply to any

religious waters. i
(3) Such rules may,—
. (a) prohibit or regulate;
(1) the ercction nnd’usc of lixed engines;
(i) the coustraction, temporary er permuucnt, of weirs, dams and
bunds; i

(iii) the dimensivn, siee of mesh and Kinds of nets to be used
aod the mode of using them;

(iv) the use of more thun onec method ol catching lish at ons
time;

(b) prohibit the destruction of. or any attemnt to destroy fishes by
explosives, gun, bow, arrow, or the like in inland waters;

(¢) prohibit the destruction of or any attempt to destroy lishes by
using a chemical or any other substances likely lo cause polution
of water;

(d) probibit the throwing of into any water of any solid or liquid
which may be barmful Yo fishes in,sughe water;

(c) prohibit_fishing except under a llil.:l:n;‘{jund regulate the grant ol
* such” licence, thie fees payable thereol; ———

(f) prohibit sale- or purchase of fish or transpart or movement of
fish within or outside the State in excess  of the preseribed
quantity under a licence;

i

(g) preseribe tne seasons quring whicli—

(i) thekilling or catching of fish or any prescribed species shall be
prohibited;
(ii) sale, movement or transport ol any preseribed species shall
be prohibited cxcept under a licence;
(h) regulate the grant of licences under clause (g), or prescribe the
I’:cds payable thercof and the conditions to be attached thereto;
an

(i) prescribe minimum size or weight below which no fish of any
prescribe species shall be sold.

« (4) Such rules may also prohibit all fishing in any specified waters fo'r
a specified period.



(5) In making any rule under this section, the State Cosernment may

provide for—
(a) the scizure, removal and forfeiture of any fised cngne, epparatus
or equipment erected or used for fishing ¢r contimvenuon of the rules;

(b) the forfeiture of any fish procured by means of any such fixed engine,
spraratus or cquipment or transported in contravention of the rules;

and

() the scizure, removal cr forfeiture of any animal curts, vessels, crafts,
boats or vehicles, used for transport in catching fish jn contravention

of the rules.

(4) Every rules made under this Act shall Le luid as shoa as may be
after 1t is made, befere the Astembly while it is in session for « total period
of not less than feuricen doyg which may Pe comprised in Gnp wovcion or in
two or niore tuccessive sessiens and il Belore the expay ol e session in
it is laid or the sessions aforesaid, the Assembly miakes iy mediucation

which

in the rule or decides bt the rule sheuld net be wade, the rule suall

thereafter bhave effcet only in such moedified fotm er be ol no offect,
anunubeent

a8s the casec may be, so, however, that uny such modilication .
shall be witbout. prejudice to the validity of apything previoasiy done under
that rule,

13. Repeal and Savipg:—On the commencement ol this Az ¢l of the
Tollowing, thut is to say,—

(a) tke lodiun Fisheries Act, 1897 (IV of 1897), w: ws @ cation 1o the
State of Manipur; aed B

"(b)y the Sccuon 13—A of the Mamipur Lund Revenue ang joand Relurms

; act, 1960 (No. 30 of 1960); shall stand repealed:

Provided that anytbing done or uny teken by or unger the Act or
section so repeaicd shall in so fur ast is rot ircensistent with the provisions
of this Act, te deemed to bave been naude o taken by or under this Act
and shall centfoue in force umtil superseded by «nything dere or uny action
taken uader the provisions of this Act.
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PHE SCHEBULL
J (See Section 9)

MAXI-:dUﬂ AMOUNIS ACCEPTABLE A5 LO JPENSATION FOR

CERTAIN FISHING OFFENCES LINDER

SECTION=9

e i e S — T —
— — ——

Dascription of Oilence Mauximum amouat acceplable
as compensation

Fishing with a net haviag & smaller mesh than Rapees two handred.
that prescribed under the rules made under
U et

1
Fishing without a licencs, Ditto,
¢ ¥

Killing or catching of sellivg or attemptiig Kupees one hundred.
to kill, cutch or sell lish af «size or weight

less than the standird p c.ciibed under (b

Act. !

P

Kitling or catching or selling or attempting [itn.
to Kiil, cateh or sell any lish of u prohibited
species during a vlose season,

Fishing or attenpting tn fish, with any pear Dilto.
or method other than that pegmitted under

the rule,

Licence-holders emnloying or engaging non- Rupzes three hundeed.
licensices 1o help them auth their nets while

fisbivg.
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7.

100

Fishing or attempting to fish in probhibited
waters.

Offering or cxposing for sale or barter any
fish the sale of which is probibited in any
specificd arca by a notification issued under
section 4.

Selling or attemptidh to sell fish for price
above the speciflicd market value.

Exporting or attempting to  export fish in
contravention of any rule made under
clause (h), sub-scction (3) of Section 3.

Frinted et the Directordte of Ptg. & Rwh

Rupees one nundred

Ditto.

Ditto.

Rupeos five hundred

Manipur/310«3;29-2
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