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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION
4 New Delhi, the 25th February, 2010

S.0. 482(E).—WHEREAS the Central Government vide its notification number S.0.114(E), dated the
19" February, 1991, (hereinafter referred to as the said notification), declared Coastal Regulation Zone and
imposed certain restrictions on the setting up and expansion of industries, operations and processes in the
said Zones for its protection;

AND WHEREAS. the said notification was amended, from time to time, based on recommendations
of various committees, judicial pronouncements, representations from State Governments, Ministries and
Departments of the Central Government, and the general public, consistent with the basic objective of the
said notification;

AND WHEREAS, perceiving the continuing difficulties posed by the said notification in its effective
implementation for the sustainable development of coastal regions as well as conservation of coastal
resources, the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests constituted an Expert
Committee under the Chairmanship of Prof. M. S. Swaminathan, with experts in the areas of environmental
l : law, marine biodiversity, marine geology, environmental economics, socio-economic, remote sensing,

coastal engineering, urban planning and marine fisheries, to carry out a comprehensive review of the said
notification (including all its amendments) in the light of findings and recommendations of previous
committees, judicial pronouncements, representations of various stakeholders, and to suggest suitable
amendments, if necessary, to make the coastal regulatory framework consistent with well established
scientific principles of coastal zone management;

AND WHEREAS, the above referred Expert Committee had submitted its report to the Central
Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests on 14" February, 2005 containing specific
recommendations to build on the strengths of existing regulations and institutional structures and fill gaps
for conservation and improving the management of the coastal resources by enhancing the living and non-
living resources of the coastal zone; by ensuring protection to coastal populations and structures from risk of
inundation from extreme weather and geological events; and by ensuring that the livelihood security of
populations living in islands are strengthened;

AND WHEREAS, the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests issued a draft
notification on the 22™ July, 2008 vide number S.0.1761(E) under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-
section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) inviting suggestions and
objections from the public likely to be affected thereby;

AND WHEREAS, the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests received
large number of suggestions and objections on the draft notification which were examined by an Expert
Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of Prof. M. S. Swaminathan which submitted its report on
the 16 July, 2009, inter-alia, recommending for a separate notification for protection of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep Islands to be based on integrated management of Islands that address the
ecology, socio-economic issues especially of fisherfolk, sea-level rise, tsunami and sustainable development;

AND WHEREAS, the Central Government, after carefully considering the above said report and all
the recommendations made therein and keeping in view the topography and spread of the Andaman and
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Nicobar Islands and the Lakshadweep Islands, have decided to provide a special framework for management
of these groups of islands;

AND WHEREAS, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the Lakshadweep Islands face frequent
cyclonic conditions which some times cause large scale destruction of life and property and it is difficult to
control the natural hazards, but precautionary measures such as planning for locating island communities in
safer areas, protecting and propagating the natural protecting systems such as mangroves, coral reefs, shelter
belt plantations, alongwith installation of early warning systems, timely evacuation and relief measures can
minimize loss of life and property to a large extent;

AND WHEREAS, in accordance with the recommendations made by the Expert Committee under
the Chairmanship of Prof. M. S. Swaminathan, the Central Government proposes a special framework for
managing and regulating activities in the coastal and marine areas of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
the Lakshadweep Islands with a view to conserving and protecting the Islands resources and its
environment; and for ensuring protection of the Islands population and structures from risk of inundation
due to natural hazards; and for ensuring that the livelihoods of Islands population are strengthened;

AND WHEREAS, the Central Government, proposes to make following draft proposals under sub-
section (1) and clause (v) of sub section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986), read with sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and in supersession of
the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forests, number S.0.114(E),
dated the 19" February, 1991, in so for as it relate to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the
Lakshadweep Islands, except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession, and the
same is published for the information of the public likely to be affected thereby; and notice is hereby given
that the said draft proposals shall be taken into consideration by the Central Government on and after the
expiry of a period of sixty days from the date of publication of the this notification in the Official Gazette;

'AND WHEREAS, any person interested in making any objections or suggestions on the draft
proposals may forward the same in writing within the period so specified to the Secretary, Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi — 110003, or at e-
mail address: secy@menf.nic.in.

DRAFT PROPOSALS

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government, with a view of providing
livelihood security to the local communities, promote conservation and protection of Islands unique
environment and its marine area and to promote development through sustainable integrated management
plan based on scientific principles taking into account the vulnerability of the coast to natural hazards,
hereby declare the entire Andaman and Nicobar Islands area and the Lakshadweep Islands areas and their
water area upto territorial water limit as the Islands Protection Zone and restricts the areas from the setting
up and expansion of any industry, operations or processes and manufacture or handling or storage or
disposal of hazardous substances as specified in the Hazardous Substances (Handling, Management and
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2009, except in the manner provided in the Integrated Islands
Management Plan.

1. Preparation of Integrated Islands Management Plan.-
(1) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands Administration shall, within a period of one year from the date
of this notification, for the purpose of integrated sustainable development of the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands Protection Zone, prepare the Integrated Islands Management Plan, interalia,
specifying therein the areas indicating all the existing and the proposed developments, conservation
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and preservation schemes, dwelling units including infrastructure projects such as, schools,
markets, hospitals, public facilities, etc.

The Lakshadweep Islands Administration shall, within a period of one year from the date of this
notification, for the purpose of integrated sustainable development of the Lakshadweep Islands
Protection Zone, prepare the Integrated Islands Management Plan, interalia, specifying therein the
areas indicating all the existing and the proposed developments, conservation and preservation
scheimes, dwelling units including infrastructure projects such as, schools, markets, hospitals,
public facilities, etc.

The Islands Administration may, if it consider necessary, take the help of research institutions
having experience and specialisation in coastal resource management in the preparation of
Integrated Islands Management Plan taking into account the guidelines specified in Schedule I to
this notification.

All activities in the Islands and the aquatic areas shall be regulated by the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Administration or the Lakshadweep Islands Administration, as the case may be, on the
basis of Integrated Islands Management Plans. '

The developmental activities in the Islands shall be included in the Integrated Islands Management
Plan in accordance with rules, regulations and building bye-laws of local town and country
planning for the time being in force in the Islands.

The requirements of the Ministry of Defence, if any, shall be incorporated in the Integrated Island
Management Plans and all defence related projects shall be assessed by a Committee consisting of
the Secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Secretary in the Ministry of Defence and
the Chief Secretaries of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Administration, or as the case may be,
the Lakshadweep Islands Administration. :

The Integrated Island Management Plans shall be prepared separately for each Island, and, as may
be required from time to time.

Ecologically sensitive areas as specified in Schedule II to this notification shall be taken into
consideration while preparing the Integrated Island Management Plan:

Provided that if those areas are included in the National Parks or Sanctuaries notified under the
provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972) shall separately mentioned in the
plan and be regulated in accordance with the provisions of that Act.

The activities permitted in the Integrated Islands Management Plan shall also be undertaken in
accordance with the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 (53 of 1972), the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) and the rules or
notifications made or issued thereunder and after taking into consideration the Environment Impact
Assessment, done under the provisions of the notification of the Government of India in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.0.1533(E), dated the 14™ September, 2006
published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section(ii) of the same
date.
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(10) (a) The Island Administrations, after preparing the Integrated Island Management Plans shall
widely publicise the plan and invite suggestions from the public and other stakeholders within a
period of thirty days from the date of publication of the plans;

(b) The plans shall be publicised by publishing it in atleast two newspapers and website of the
Administration; -

(¢) The hard copy of the plan shall be made available to the public at the office of the Chairman
and Member-Secretary of the Coastal Zone Management Authorities, District Collector’s Office
and Office of the Pollution Control Committee;

(d) On receipt of the comments, the Island Administration shall make necessary changes in the
plans and submit to Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests for its
consideration and approval;

(e) The Islands Coastal Zone Management Authority and the National Coastal Zone Management
Authority shall be responsible to address and dispose off any grievance arising out of preparation
of the plan. -

(11) The Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests, after receipt of the Integrated
Islands Management Plan, shall, after examining the plan if it is satisfied, approve within a period
of sixty days from the date of its receipt.

(12) All the activities under the Integrated Islands Management Plan shall be regulated in accordance
with such Plan by the concerned authorities in the Islands.

2. Period for which Plan shall be valid.-

The Integrated Islands Management Plan shall be valid for a period of five years and the next
Integrated Islands Management Plan shall be prepared within a period of six months before the date of
expiry of the Plan:

Provided that the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Administration or, as the case may be, the
Lakshadweep Islands Administration, may review the plan at anytime as may be required.

3. Enforcement and monitoring of Plan.-

The Andaman and Nicobar Island Administration, or as the case may be, the Lakshadweep Islands
Administration shall be responsible for the enforcement and meonitoring of the Integrated Islands
Management Plan.

4. Island Protection Zone Management Authority.-

(1) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands Protection Zone Management Authority constituted vide
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forests, number
S.0.2058(E), dated the 11" August, 2008 shall consider and allow carrying out the activities in
accordance with the Integrated Islands Management Plan in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Protection Zone.

(2) The lLakshadweep Islands Zone Management Authority constituted vide notification of the
Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.0.308(E), dated the 10™
March, 2006 shall consider and allow carrying out activities in accordance with the Integrated
Islands Management Plan in the Lakshadweep Islands Protection Zone.
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(3) All developmental activities shall be undertaken as per the approved Integrated Islands Management
Plan.

(4) The concerned agencies, while according clearance under this notification, shall take into
consideration the recommendations made by Authority referred to in sub-paragraph (1) or sub-
paragraph (2), as the case maybe.

(5) The developmental projects attracting Environment Impact Assessment or the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972) shall be considered in
accordance with the provisions made thereunder and prior approval obtained from the competent
authority before making any recommendations.

Schedule I
[See paragraph 1(3)]

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARATION OF INTEGRATED ISLANDS MANAGEMENT PLAN

. The entire island including the aquatic area shall be considered for the Integrated Island Management

Plan.

Integrated Island Management Plans shall be prepared indicating therein all present and future
developments, conservation and preservation schemes with a time frame of ten years.

The Integrated Island Management Plan shall address vulnerability to human life and property based on
elevation, geomorphology, sea level trends and horizontal line displacement and indicate suitable areas
that are safe for locating dwelling units, infrastructure, etc., and appropriate safeguards measures to
protect the life and property of the local communities, infrastructure from natural hazards shall be
indicated in the Integrated Islands Management Plan.

All the existing roads including the internal roads shall be strengthened, as these roads shall serve for the
purpose of livelihood, communication, rescue, relief and evacuation measures during natural hazards.
Adequate cyclone shelters shall be earmarked and constructed on elevated areas or on stilts adjacent to
populated areas.

The existing and as well new schools, market areas and other public facilities (excluding public toilets)
where large number of public congregate, shall normally be located on safe areas preferably in elevated
areas or protected areas.

Along the seaward side sufficient bio-shield with local vegetation, trees including mangroves shall be
planted and other soft protection measures.

. The Integrated Islands Management Plan shall be based on scientific methodology and with the approval

of the concerned authorities, including the approprlate coastal protection structures be constructed in
accordance with such Plan.
The beaches shall be protected and no developmental activities shall be penmtted therein.

. Sand dunes, being natural barrier in the event of flooding, shall be conserved and maintained or

regenerated by planting shrubs or through appropriate measures.

There shall be no restriction with regard to traditional fishing by local communities including installation

of fish aggregating devices as recommended by the Islands Administrations.

(a) The mining of construction material, especially sand from deep sea bed (beyond fifteen meters

depth), after undertaking proper scientific studies may be permitted in the Plan;

(b) the alternative construction material, such as, bamboo, local forest products may be identified and
used;

(c) the other materials, like, metal, hollow brick blocks, etc., shall be imported from the mainland.

Emphasis shall be given to use of non-conventional energy resources especially, wind, solar and tidal

energy, desalination, water recycling, and use of local products.

Early warning system shall be provided for cyclone, tsunami, etc., and a evacuation and relief measure

plan in case of disasters shall be built into the Integrated Islands Management Plan.
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15. Necessary provision shall be made in the Integrated Islands Management Plan for relocation and
rehabilitation of people displaced due to natural disasters.

16. Integrated Islands Management Plan shall also include the areas under habitation and make plan for
future development. : :

17.No developmental activities shall be permitted in the area under reserve forests, protected forests,
national parks and sanctuaries notified under the Forests (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980) or the
Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 (53 of 1972) and the areas protected under the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 (29 of 1986).

18. The dwelling units or infrastructure of local communities as are existing at the time of preparation of
Plan shall not be displaced. ; :

19. Repair of existing buildings or infrastructure including reconstruction activities shall be allowed.

Schedule I1
[See paragraph 1(8)]

PART A
INDICATIVE LIST OF ECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE AREAS

Mangroves.

Coral reefs.

Sand Beaches and Sand Dunes.

Mudflats.

Protected areas under the Wiid Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 (69 of 1980) or Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986).
Salt Marshes.

Turtle nesting grounds.

Horse shoe crabs habitats.

9. Sea grass beds.

10. Sea weed beds.

11. Nesting grounds of birds.

12. Fishing villages and areas of traditional rights.

e

i B

PARTB
PERMISSIBLE AND NON-PERMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES IN THE ISLANDS AREA
1. Activities that are prohibited inter-alia include the following, namely:-

(i) destruction of corals;
(ii) mining of sand from in and around coral areas, nesting and breeding grounds of endemic and
- endangered species;

(iii)construction of shore protection works (hard constructions) on the seaward side of the corals,
mangroves; _ -

(iv)disposal of untreated sewage or effluents;

(v) disposal of solid wastes including fly ash, industrial waste, medical waste, non-biodegradable waste,
etfc.;

(vi)red category of industries (as prohibited under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986)

or the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 or the Water (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, as the case may be) within ten kilometres from ecologically

sensitive areas.
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" 2. The activities which are not listed in the Integrated Islands Management Plan above shall be referred to

the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India through the concerned Union territory
Administration. :

|F. No. 12-3/2008-1A -111]
Dr. NALINI BHAT, Scientist "G’
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